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PREFACE. 


This little book is written in response to a demand for a text 
on county history and county geography. These subjects have 
been neglected in our public schools on account of the great 
difficulty of gathering together the proper material. 

When a school boy goes away from home he should be pre- 
pared to answer intelligently questions about the geography. 
resources and history of his own township and county. Local 
history should precede state and national history. Again, I 
believe that a knowledge of the duties of township officers is of 
more importance to our children than a knowledge of the 
duties of the cabinet officers. A knowledge of the resources of 
one’s own townsbip is of more value than a knowledge of the 
resources of some European country. Patriotism can be taught 
just as well from local as from national history. 

This book is the result of an effort to bring together in a brief 
form the leading facts in our local geography, history and 
government. The author is indebted to the “Geology of Keo- 
kuk County,” “History of Keokuk County.” and many old set- 
tlers for valuable information and assistance in the prepara- 
tion of this work. That this little volume will be of some 
serviee to teachers, patrons and pupils is the wish of the 


author. 
WALTER S, ATHEARN. 


Delta. Towa, October. 1897. 
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PART |. GEOGRAPHY OF KEOKUK COUNTY. 


CHAUCLION I. 
LOCATION AND PHYSIOGRAPHY. 


Location.—Keoknuk county is located three counties north of 
the southern boundary and three counties west of the eastern 
bounlary of the state. The latitude of the center of the 
county 1s 41 dezra23,25 minutes north, and th2 longitude is 
92 degrees, 10 minutes west of Greenwich, and 15 degrees, 10 
minutes west of Washington. The county is bounded on the 
north by Poweshiek and Iowa counties, on the east by Wash- 
ington county, on the south by Wapello and Jefferson counties. 
aud on the west by Mahaska county. It includes sixteen con- 
eressional townships, as follows: Townships 74. 75, 76. 77 
north, and ranges 10, 11.12.15 west. According to the original 
surveys the county was 24 miles square and contained 868.640 
square acres: but when, later. the county was divided into 
townships and then into sections, it was found that the original 
surveys were incorrect. and although our county is now nom- 
nally 2t miles square, it contains about 370.000 square acres, 

Civil Townsbips.—kor political purposes the county. is 
divided into sixteen townships. as follows : 
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Hight townships coincide with congressional townships, five 
are smaller and three are larger than the congressional town- 
ships. Sigourney is the smallest township, and German is the 
largest. It would require almost three townships as large as 
Sigourney to make one as large as German. Over 7,000 square 
acres of our county are exempt from regular taxation. 





Physiography.—A notable feature in the topography cf this 
county is the broad contrast between the northern and south- 
ern portions. “In general the whole county may be considered 
an approximately level plain into which the streams have cut 
their valleys. The greater number and larger size of the 
streams in the southern part, however, cause it toappear rough 
and broken, and while this is naturally more marked in a de- 
tailed than in a general way, it does not entirely disappear even 
when the general view is considered. Thus it happens that the 
northern and northeastern portions of the county are predomi- 
nately upland as compared with the remainder. The northern 
portion presents to view a broad open plain rising in a suecess- 
ion of low billows varying usually from 10 to 25 feet and suc- 
ceeding each other at intervals of from one quarter of a mile to 
one mile in distanee. Sharp contours are rare exeept in the 
immediate vicinity of the streams. The land rises gently from 
875 feet above the sea level at the east to 910 at the west eounty 
line. Across this plain the streams run in direct courses, with 
narrow valleys bounded by low, rounded bluffs and broadened 
by a fringe of timber which beeomes a notable feature of the 
landseape.” The central and southern parts of the county are 
more rugged. the streams are more numerous, aud the channels 
are deeper, Deep gorges, high bluffs and thick timber charac- 
terize the region of the streams. ‘Che divides stretch away in 
places three or four miles with a comparatively slight change 
of altitude. ' 
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PHYSIOGRAPHY. o 


Eight hundred feet is the average elevation of the entire 
county. As will be seen from the following table the highest 
elevation is 910 feet, and the lowest, 657 feet. 


TABLE OF ELEVATIONS. 
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DRrRAINAGE.—The Northern tier of townships is drained by the 
South English river. The river enters the county at its north- 
west corner, and, trending first to the southeast, then to the 
northeast, leaves the county about one and one-half miles 
south of the northeast corner. It makes but few bends and 
these are very small. It has but few tributaries. and few of 
these are more than five miles in length. Broad bottoms, 
lagoons and steep bluffs are almost unknown in this region, 

The watershed between the north and south river systems is 
not marked. The country slopes so gently to the south from 
the divide that one might cross it again and again and not 
recognize itas a watershed. 

The Skunk river system drains the southern part of the 
county. This system includes the North and South Skunk 
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river which unite about four miles from the east county line 
to form the Skunk river, and about a dozen large creeks as 
tributaries. Together they drain 476 square miles in this coun- 
ty. The Skunk river twists and turns in a most complex maun- 
ner. “Broad. alluvial bottom lands, from two to six miles wide. 
with shailow lakes or ponds, bayous and oxbows are not infre- 
quent.” The river has changed its channel again and again. 
Now thrown to one side vid again to another, it has made cut- 
offs and left bayous and isolated hills to mark its former 
positions. 

Sort.—The surface of the county is covered with a rich, al- 
luvial soil. The upper portion has been mixed with humus and 
oxidized. This gives it its black color. That this is a very pro- 
ductive soil will be shown by the following table. 


AVERAGE YIELD’ PER ACRE. 


Wititer wheat. sl... s..- Ter OU. LEGIOLNY SOL 9 cas Se sic 3.5 Du. 
yriite weet, so) ee Teas COVED SEC eee ees os 5 bu 
erie ret... ss Pree ee ity LIST PGLALOES 65. sce oe ANIL. 
CFS Sa te Fr a eg eee $9 50tk  SOrghum. cn... +... ae: Sil ween 
1s at a ge tes, et ast Nee EY ee nela s od see 1.1 tons. 


The subsoil is a fine grained, tough, gray clay. This clay has 
Jost most of its porosity and is not favorable to natural drain- 
age: but it is excellent material out of which to mannutaeture 
drainage tile, 

WATER Suprcy. ~The county hasan abundance of water. It 
is easy to obtain a good wellat any point, and the rivers fturn- 
ish an abundance of water for stovck and other purposes. Two 
deep wells have been sunk in the county: one in What Cheer, 
the other in Sigourney. These are not tlowing wells. The one 
in Sigourney is Loss feet deep. The water now stands within 
30 feet of the top. Phe supply is exhaustless, the quality. 
excellent. 

There are tive millsights on North Skunk river, two of which 
are pow iu user on South Skunk river there are three sites. one 
of whieh is inuse. Lt seldom occurs that there is net) plenty 
of water to meet the denmauds of these mills, but at present. of 
the 1.000 horse power now easily obtainable, ouly 240 horse pow 
er are used, Sooner orlater this Waste power will probably be 
economically applied. 
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CHAPTER: If. 
ECONOMIC PRODUCTS. 


Coal.— Our county has for years ranked among the most im- 
portant coal producing sections in the state. The coal veins 
are comparatively thin from the fact that the county lies at the 
eastern margin of the Iowa coal fields. Not more than seventy- 
five square miles of coal territory can be found in the county. 
Although the region is small it has produced an abundance of 
coal. The coal producing districts are What Cheer, Delta, Rieh- 
land and Sigourney. : 

Wuat CHEER District.—The What Cheer district comprises 
fifty square miles, only twelve square miles of which have been 
worked out. The coal is of an excellent quality. Twenty-eight 
mines have been opened in this district and the prospects of the 
‘amp seem quite good. 

Detta Dtistricr.-The Delta district, while only six miles 
from What Cheer. is in no way connected withit. Three mines 
are now in operati: nin this district. Their combined yearly 
out put is about 200.000 bushels. The coal in this seetion is 
about o5 feet deep and 712 feet above sea level. The vein is 
from 4 feet to o!., feet in thickness. The quality is excellent. 
but the quantity is limited. 

RictLtanp District. This district is noted for its many 
abaudoued mines. The coalis but poorly proteeted ; the roof 
is thin shale, and henee only small mines can be opened. 
The coalaverages tour feet thick, Only two mines are now in 
operation. 

SiGouRNEY District. There are only two mines now in oper- 
ation in this distriet. The ecoalin each is from three to four 
feet in thickness. These mines are similar to those inthe Rich- 
land distriet in that the eoal deposits have very poor protection. 
It is often necessary to leave part of the coal for a roof: 

Clay. 
in the state, There are excellent beds of tire clay whieh prac 
tical tests have shown to be of the best quality. There are 


The clay deposits in this regionare among the tinest 
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Se 


numerous beds of clay which would work up into good paving 
brick. There are now eight firms in the county operating brick 
and tile factories. Increased use and consequently increased 
value of the clay beds may safely be expected in the not distant 
future. 

Building Stones.—“Nearly every part of the county contains 
an abundant supply af rock forall local purposes, and at a few 
points stone of an excelHent quality oceurs in quantities suf- 
ficient to warrant shipping.” 

Road and Grading [laterial.—Keokuk county produces two 
materials which are readily available for road building. They 
are stone and clay. Nearly all the limestone found in the 
county could be used for this work. The sandstone is too soft. 
Immense quantities of clay suitable to be burned as ballast are 
found all over the county. The railroad companies are 
making use of this deposit for ballast. It proves to be a tine 
road material. Perhaps the largest ballast works in the county 
are located at Cuba on the C. M. & St. P. R. R. Near What 
Cheer the old dumpheaps of the deserted mines are being used 
on the roads. 

Lime.—Mr. J. F. Kline of Hayesville now owns the only lime 
kiln now in operation in the county. Thelime is fine grained 
and of good strength. Eastern competition caused the aban- 
donment of most of the other kilns. 

Minerals.—Gold and silver both have been found in this 
county but the quantities are so limited that it is not probable 
that deposits of any real value will ever be found. 

Mineral Paint.— Near Hayesviile, 16 feet below the surface, 
is a layer of red ocherous clay about 1 foot thick and about 30 
acres in extent. From this deposit the Indians are said to have 
secured the materials from which they made their “war paint.” 
Seven eolors ave found. This deposit has never been developed. 

Glass. —The county produces sand which was at one time ex- 
tensively used for glass making. A large glass faetory was 
ereeted at Keota and much fine glassware was manufactured, 
This factory has been closed tor muuy vers. 

Statistics.—The mineral output of the county for one year 

_ ds about as follows + 270,000 tous of coals 2,800,000 bricks; 3,000,- 
000 tile; GO perch of stone. The total value is somnething near 
BOUO,000, 
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PART Il. HISTORY. 


CHAPTER IL. 
BIOGRAPHIES OF INDIAN CHIEFS. 


Sax and Fox Indians.—These indians owned most of the 
land comprised in the state of Iowa and all of the land in Keo- 
kuk county. Not less than ten different treaties were made by 
our goverpment with this nation of indians in regard to Iowa 
lanc. The treaties referring to Keokuk county land will be ex- 
plained in another chapter. 

A bitter hostility existed between the Sioux indians and the 
Sax and Fox natin. Our government had much trouble with 
the two nations on this account. This feud and Black Hawk’s 
insubordination cost our nation millions of dollars. The his- 
tory of a tribeis the history of its chieftains. A brief biography 
is here given of each of thcse chiefs who were connected with 
the early history of the county. 

Wapello.—-Wapello was one of the minor chiefs of the Sax 
and Fox indians. Hewas bornin 1787. His home was on the 
banks of the Rock river, near Rock Island. He held the same 
views as Keokuk on the questions then dividing the indians 
andthe United States government. He moved his tribe to 
Museatine Slough in 1829, Afterwards he removed to the spot 
that now bears his name, Wapello, in Louisa eounty. His fav- 
orite hunting ground was Jackson township, Keokuk county. 
He died Mareh loth, ls44, on Rock creek, Jackson township. A 
monnd still marks the place of his death. His body was buried 
at Ageney City by the side of his white friend, Gen. Street, 

Ziography of Black Hawk. —This great chieftain was bern 
in Wey Lat the Sae village on the Rock river. Elis early life was 
passed among his own people, and he was trained for a warrior, 
_ He endured hunger. hardships and tests of courage that char- 
acterized the early education of the indian boy. In L804 he was 
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the recognized chief of the Sax and Fox uation. He looked 
with disfavor on the advance of American civilization. He and 
his braves fought with Tecumseh and the British in the war of 
i812. At the close of this war he returned to Rock Island 
where he remained with his tribe till the outbreak of the Black 
Hawk War. Inthe early part of this struegle Black Hawk was 
taken prisoner. The government considered him a very dan- 
gerous character. It appointed Keokuk chief of the Sax and 
Fox nation, thus taking all authority away from Black Hewk. 
After thus robbing him of his power to do any injury, the gov- 
ernment liberated him June 4, 1833. He returned to his home 
a broken spirited old man. He spent his last days dreaming of 
the glory of his former days, and reflecting on the injustice 
that he and bis people had received at the hands of the whites. 
He died October 3d. 1838. He was buried with the indian 
ceremony near lowaville. His body whes stolen from the grave 
in July, 1839. It was finally found and placed in a 
musem in Burlington, where it remained till the building and 
contents were cousumed by fire some years later. This cne 
man. cost the government millions of dollars. By his death the 
indions lost their greatest warrior. orator. sage, patriot. 

Biography of Keokuk.—The word Keokuk signifies *Wateh- 
ful Fox.” The gifted indian who bore this name was born on 
Roek River. in Hhinois, in the year 1780, Little is known about 
his early life. When merely a boy he is said to have slain a 
famous Sioux warrior in a hand to hand econfliet. and when he 
returned from the combat with the chieftais sealp at his belt, 
his tribe made a great feast in his honor. He was now admitt- 
edto the eouneil lodge and in asthort time he beeame the lead- 
erof his tribe. When Blaek Hawk joined the British in 181. 
Keokuk and his tribe refused to go with him. yer after this 
there were two parties, one known as the “war party” Ted by 
Blaek Hawk: the other led by Ikeokuk, Known as the “Peace 
Party. | 

In ses Keokuk and his tribe moved from Rock Tslind tea 
reservation of 400 square miles on the Towa River. Ino [sob 
they moved to the territory now comptised in the counties of 
Keokuk, Mahaska aud Wapello. Ag ageney was established at 
Aveney City and an attempt was made to civilize the dndians. 
A salaried officer was employed by the government to teach the 
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indians to farm. The enterprise was a complete failure. 

In 1845 Keokuk led his people out of Iowa, across the Mis- 
souri river and established them upon a reservation in Kansas. 
Each of these moves, from the Rock river to the Iowa river, then 
from Iowa river to the Skunk river, and again from Skunk 
river to the reservation in Kansas, was made in obedience to 
the terms of the various treaties that the indians made 
with our government. 

Keokuk was at all times the friend of the whites. He seemed 
to have a better idea of the power of our government than the 
other indian leaders. This is illustrated by his speech to his 
warriors when they were so anxious to join Black Hawk’s forces 
in 1832. Calling the braves around him, he said, “I am your 
chief, and it is my duty to lead you to battle, if, after fully con- 
sidering the matter, you are fully determined to go. Butif you 
are determined to go upon the war path, I will lead you on one 
econdition—that before we go we kill all our old men, and our 
wives and our children, to save them from a lingering death by 
starvation, and that every one of you determine to leave his 
bones on the other side of the Mississippi.” He then pointed 
out the utter impossibility of conquering a government with 
the resources of the United States. This speech kept the tribe 
from joining Black Hawk. Keokuk was of commanding per- 
sonal appearance. He was very tall and as straight as an 
arrow. Hewas a natural orator and his eloquence won for him 
more influnce over his people than his skill as a warrior. 

After leaving Iowa, Keokuk became somewhat dissipated. 
He died in 1848, either from the effects of poison administered 
by one of hisown tribe. or of delerium tremens. It is impossible 
to determine which report is true. 
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CHAPTER IL 
LAND PURCHASES. 


First Purchase.—October 21, 1837 a treaty was signed with 
the Sax and Fox nation which gave to the whites a large tract 
of land west of the Mississippiriver. Nearly all of Richland 
township and small portions of Clear Creek, Jackson and Lafay- 
ette townships were included in this purchase. This part of 
our county is still called the “Old Strip.” 

Second Purchase.—On the eleventh day of October, 1842. the 
representatives of the government met in conference with the 
chiefs of the Sax and Fox indians, among whom were Keokuk 
and Wapello, at Agency City, Wapello county. After much dis- 
cussion, they agreed on a treaty by the provisions of which the 
whites were given the right tosettle on a tract of land comprising 
the greater portion of Iowa. All of Keokuk county except the 
portion included in the purchase of 1837, was ineluded in this 
second purchase. For the land inciuded in this purchase the 
indians received 8800,000 in state stocks. which drew 5 per cent. 
interest. By the various treaties made with the Sax and Fox 
indiaus, the government paid them 850,000 per year. By the 
provisions of this treaty the indians were to be given three 
years in which to leave the territory. ~When Keokuk signed 
the treaty, he remarked that if it was changed by even so much 
as the scratch of the pen it would not be observed by the indians. 

Treaty of 1842 KXatified - ~The treaty of 1842 was sent to the 
senate and that august body, being reminded of Keokuk’s re- 
mark, ratified the treaty without changing it even by so much 
as “the seratch of the pen” and on Mareh 25d, 1843, the presi- 
dent of the United States officially announced that the treaty 
had been ratified. This is said to be the only treaty made with 
the indians which was uever chauged or brokeu by either petty. 

The New Agreement. Tt was finally arranged to have the 
Indians give possessionof all the lands Lying east of the Red 
Roek river, in Marion county on May , 1843. This, then, is 
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THE NEW AGREEMENT. 11 


the date when Keokuk county was finally thrown open to set- 
tlement. In commenting on this treaty and the New Agree- 
ment the “History of Keokuk County” says: Asa result of this 
peaceable arrangement and the earnest efforts of the govern- 
ment to carry out, to the letter, the provisicns of the treaty, 
the early settlers of Keokuk county experienced none of the . 
bardships which fell to the lot of the early settlers in the other 
parts of the country, where misunderstanding about the own- 
ership of the soil gave rise to frightful massacres and bloody 
wars. The indians gave no serious difficulty and seldom, if 
ever, disturbed the early settlers of this county after they had 
rightfully come into possession of it. 
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CHAPTER III. 
FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 


The first settlement was made in the “Old Strip’ as early as 
the spring of 1838. This land, however, was not legally open for 
settlement till October of that year. Mr. Aaron Miiler and his 
son, John Miller, were the first settlers. Their land was near 
the present site of Richland. In the fall of i838 more settlers 
came, and in the spring of 1839, quite a colony came from 
Indiana and other eastern states, andsettled near Richland. 
Most of these settlers came too late to raise a crop inthis year. 
Some of them, however, raised some seed corn. They depended 
almost entirely ou prairie hay for food for their stock. They, 
themselves, lived on corn bread and the meat of such animals as 
they could kill in the neighborhood. Most of their stoek died 
the first winter and what survived till spring were too poor to 
do much hard work. The fertile soil yielded a rich harvest, and 
the settlers had plenty to tide them through the next winter. 
Other emigrants came and thus a prosperous colony was 
founded on our southern border. 

As May Ist, 1843, drew near the pioneers who wished to secure 
land in the ‘‘new purchase” assembled on the border line to wait 
for the day to come when they could go in and possess the 
promised land. The government had stationed men along the 
ine to see that no one entered before the appointed day. But 
many eluded the guards and visited the region, and staked out 
their choice of land before the first day of May. 

It is safe to say that four thousand people camped on the. 
southern border of the "new purchase” on the evening of June 
B30, Ust5. Just before midnight several hnndred men might 
have been seen moving about through the brash towards their 
eoveted claims. Lantern or torch in hand, with ax and sharp- 
ened sticks by his side, each settler waited at the corner of 
his claim for the hour of twelve to arrive. And when it did 
arrive some lively work was done there in the dark. Hach man 
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THE FIRST SETTLEMENTS. 13 


surveyed and marked his land the best he could that night. 
With the morning came a rush of settlers and an exciting time it 
was that day. Each map was anxious tosecure the best land 
and as much of it as he could. Most of the claims taken that day 
contained 320 acres. “It is estimated,” says one writer, “that be- 
fore the nightfall of May 1, 1843, there were nearly one thousand 
of such claims occupied by pioneers, and including in the count 
the families and attendants of these, in so short a time an aggre- 
gate population of about four thousand souls had crossed the 
old limits to find homes in the new possessions, and converted 
the indian’s hunting ground into the white man’s earthly 
Eden.” Many of these settlers located within the borders of 
Keokuk county. Emigrants now came into this new territory 
very rapidly. Claimafter claim was taken, cabin after cabin 
was built, trees were felled, the sod was turned, churches were 
built, schools were established, and thus the hardy pioneers laid 
the founcation of a prosperous county. The river lands were 
settled first, but after the people learned the fertility of the 
prairies, they began to prefer to haul lumber to build their 
houses and fences on the prairies, to clearing off timber to get 
farming land. 

Present Population.—From the date of the first settlement 
to the present time, our county has steadily increased in popu- 
lation. As shown by the ceusus of 1895, the official enumerat- 
tion of the population of the county is as follows: 


ee ULES he vee Tle hae lbs ee TOPOL eta ae 23432 
Adams township, including Keswick town ............ VAPNDSD 
POPES TOW eco. ee es ee oe e es eS PS ee 270 
Benton township, including Hedrick few ON AAAS Ses 2,004 
FiBUMACK TOAIEN (2 wesc aa cee Pe tres, een tee EP EAEEE ES ik Wa 


UML tee LM AISTI ES ea es ec. | eae a HSA a Eine eee se's'e a 869 
English River township, ine nidine South English town... 1204 


SOIL ENOLISNITOWD. 4) bite. las es Loe ae ag we Bata peso 
German. township. oo... .0..6...6. BY Te cP ae tet tea es 1,110 
Jackson township, ineluding Ollie ae PRR Aes iy ces 7 ths be 


AR Re TRI ANE, GRE Deh oles eighaes sc idie ss s/o ba. atin ea Ad ke: 
Lafayette township, including Harper and Keota towns... L722 
PR CREE Wl lied ai ats Oe wean eee REY ale vie PE a en ei pit a 
BoA POMP e sy iti (ha sa eaha aie sw alle wie 8 Reto mee ott Tad) 
LMAPASTOT LOWMSDID 22/56 6s ea SOL RS PR etn hs Paes 1,203 


be tae nape comin 


ash 
+3, 















aes portent gery i 
-ornpen 408 Seni? a trode o@ ay 
ot badsois bed elmoe Ruvtdsier . 

batrevacs him Acciteamadg wer Laake es ATO 
idtue eran ofiiiw eda ost Aue ae thine in 
alr odt pidéha hadaool aA lNae amd to you ° 
Tr1st wseu Bid) Ole eee WHR AOD TEE ra | 41ao9 
Vitis olde» ordet eew miele mend <ibigun’ ov 7 es 
i. ow tue edt bolle} arey eoott, io ae 

vig cbs of) ettdt bine edelldesda 6199 cloacae — 

T tio) enorme B90 soli saso¥ ond 

i otyony $07 fia Jnd 2s uldtee 

1 OF weer od 0 Bod eas ee 

‘j 1 9if3 uot fin asapod 

foul woreria 

MOWIELOY q joes 

(sete Os OF 

rigs af. “Hobtel 

is} t soialuqog off Ye ae 






14 HISTORY OF KEOKUK COUNTY. 
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From this table it will be seen that 8,997 people live in the 
towns and 14,735 live in the country. 


Acreage in Crops in 1897.—From the few acres of sod corn 
and the few head of stock in the county in 1839, the county has 
increased with each succeeding year. The following table will 
show the acreage in crops and number of live stock in our 
county in 1897 : 
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CHAPTER Iv. 


COUNTY ORGANIZATION. 


Surveys.—Deputy Surveyor Alvin Burt completed the work of 
surveyiog township lines of Keokuk county, July 31, 1834. Short- 
ly after this time the subdivision of the townships into sections 
was begun. Atleast six different surveyors were engaged in 
this work at different times. The work was completed by Sam- 
uel C. Wiltse, March 1, 1845. Of course the government could 
sell no land till this work was completed. In May, 1846, all the 
land in this county was offered for sale to the highest bidder. 
The minimum price was $1.25 per acre payable in cash or bills 
on the state bank of Missouri. The land office was at that time 
located in Fairfield. This,the only publie sale of land in this 
county, lasted two days and during this time 150 sales were 
made. Each man, either himself or through his representative, 
bid on his own land. There was an understanding that 
each settler should have the right to buy the claim he had 
worked so hard to improve. and when the land was offered for 
sale, there was but one bid on each claim, and the highest bid 
was 51.25 per acre. There was no competition. After this time 
all the land entries in the northern part of the county were 
made at Iowa City, and those in the southern part were still 
made at Fairfield. 

Annexed to Washington.—The first counties organized in 
the state of Iowa were located aleng the Mississippi river. 
Bach river county was given jurisdiction over the territory 
bordering it on the west, until that territory had sutticient 
population to warrant the establishment of a separate county 
government. The settlers in this border territory were given 
all the privileges of citizens in the organized county to which 
this unorganized territory was attached. Thus for a time 
Keokuk and Mahaska counties were attaehed to Washington 
county for judicial, revenue and eleetion purposes, 





The people who settled in this county were as a rule poor 
people; but though they wore poor in purse, they were rieh in 
the many traits of character which go to make up good citizens. 
Ihnereetic, honest, hospitable, hard-working mon and women 
were the early settlers of our county and they needed very few 
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laws for their government. In recording the doings of these 
pioneers we are not compelled to write the history of rowdyism, 
recklessness or frontier barbarism, but rather we are to relate 
the history of peace, industry, prosperity. 

Settled by such peopie there was not much demand for a 
county organization, and hence, as the matter was not agitated, 
the county was settled several years before a separate govern- 
ment was formed. Butas population increased, and business 
and legal transactions multiplied, the people began to askfor an 
organization. 

County Seat Selected.—The official act which named the 
county and defined its boundaries was passed by the legislature 
of the territory of Iowa, Feb. 17, 1848. On the tifth of the uext 
February (1844,) the territorial legistature passed an act which 
provided for the ecunty organization. By the provisions of this 
act John Stewart. an honest farmer living on English river in 
Washington county, Dr. George H. Stone, a highly educated 
physician then practicing medicine at Washington, and Saniuel 
Shuffleton, a lawyer then residing in Fairfield, Jefferson e un- 
ty, were appointed as conimissioners whose duty it was toselect 
a location for the county seat. Quite an effort was made at 
this time to locate the seat of government at Frogtown, now cail- 
ed Richland, but after due consideration, on the 10th of May, 
1844. the commissioners fixed the location at Sigourney. At 
this time there was no town at Sigourney, but it was not long 
till the city was laid out and houses built. To Dr. Stone belongs 
the hcnor of selecting for the city the name of his favorite 
writer, Mrs. Sigourney, a short biography of -whom is’ given 
elsewhere. 

The same act which appointed the county seat commissioners 
also commissioned Henry Stevens, Sr.. as sheriff. Soon after 
this Hon. S. A. James was appointed clerk of the district court. 

Organizing Election.—Mr. James selected six voting places 
aud appointed judges of election to attend each place, ta April 
144. the people held their first election of county officers. At 
this election the following othcers were eleeted : three. county 
ecominissioners, judge of probate, treasurer, Surveyor, assessor, 
sheriff, reeorder and auditor. This was calied the organizing 
election and the officers elected at this time held their places 
till the next general eleetion whieh occurred August oth of the 

-sante year. From this time on we have had a county arganiza- 
= tion with a full corps of county otticers. 
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CHAPTER V. 
TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION. 


First Precincts.—May 14, 1844, the county was divided into 
eight election precincts, as follows: 

Richland precinct, all of township 74, range 10, south of the 
Skunk river. 

Rock Creek precinct, all of township 74, range 11, south of 
Skunk river. 

Steady Run precinct, all of township 74, range 12, south of 
Skunk river. 

Sugar creek precinct, allof township 74, range 13, south of 
Skunk river. 

Ridge precinct, all of the county between the Skunk rivers. 

Gross precinct, all of township 74, range 10, north of Skunk 
river, and townships 75, 76, 77, range 10. 

German precinet, all north of Skunk river in townships 75, 76, 
77, range 11, and the east halves of townships 75, 76,77, range 12. 

Clear ereek precinct, all north of Skunk river in townships 
79, 16, 77, range 13, and west halves of townships 75, 76, 77, range 12. 

This division of voting precincts was used in the first general 
election held Aug. 5, 1844. The above division was made with 
reference to the location of the settlements and the physical 
characteristies of theecounty. As the county has been settled 
and improved, roads made, rivers bridged, towns and railroads 
built, it has become necessury to change the civil townships 
from time to time until we now have sixteen civil townships. 


Present Precincts.—Although there are but sixteen town- 
ships in the county, there are twenty-one voting places, 
some of the townships have two voting places and one 
township has four voting places. The present voting precincts 
are Richland, Jackson, Steady Run, Benton, Warren, West 
Laneaster, East Laneaster, Clear Creek, Kast Lafayette, West 
Lafayette, German, Sigourney, Van Buren,, Washington, What 
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Cheer First Ward, What Cheer Second Ward, What Cheer 
Third Ward, Prairie, Adams, English River,and Liberty. 


Bridges.—The question of building the first bridges in the 
county was bitterly discussed for sometime before the majority 
of the people could be persuaded to vote a tax for that purpose. 
The erection of the first three bridges was attended by fierce 
opposition. Many people looked on building bridges as a use- 
less expenditure of money. The ‘‘fords” were good enough for 
them. Capt. John Dillon now of North English was one of the 
first bridge commissioners in the county. Our streams are now 
spanned by well built bridges, located to suit the convenience 
of the public. 


Roads.—In April, 1844, the county was divided into eighteen 
road districts and road supervisors were appointed. Before 
this time there were but three public roads in the county and 
they were government roads which crossed the county, lead- 
ing from Brighton, Washington, Iowa City, to. Oskaloosa. 
As the county has increased in population, new roads have been 
laid out to suit the convenience of the people. 
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CHAPTER VL. 
COURT HOUSES. 


Before the Location of the County Seat.—In the chapter 
on county organization will be found a brief account of the 
selection of Sigourney as the county seat by the commissioners 
appointed for that purpose. This location was made May 10, 
1844. In February of this year Mr.S. A. James had been ap- 
pointed clerk of the district court and upon him devolved the 
work of county organization. For this purpose he came to the 
county about March 1, 1844, and established his office at the 
house of Mr. Joseph Edwards, which was located in a little vil- 
lage called Western City or Newton, about three miles north of 
Richland. 

The clerk's office remained at Western City until the clerk 
was notified by the commissioners that Sigouaney had been 
chosen as the county seat. Then in obedience to a law which 
required clerk’s offices to be located in the county seats, Mr. 
James says that he gathered the county papers and the statutes 
of Iowa in one hand, and a bundle of old clothes and his eane 
in the other and took up his line of march for Sigourney. 

About the only legal business transacted at Western City 
seenis to have been the issuing ofa marriage license to Nelson 
Green and Elizabeth Warner, April 5, 1844. 

First House In Sigourney.—In his journey from Western 
City to Sigourney, Mr. James passed over a comparatively wild 
unsettled seope of country, and when he arrived at his destina- 
tion, he found nothing but a stout pole which had been planted 
in the ground by the commissioners to mark the location of the 
metropolis of the county. Looking to the southwest the clerk 
saw one house far in the distanes. For miles around the coun- 
try lay unelaimed for many years. Hlere, ino this uninhabited 
region, the clerk began the ereetion of a building which served 
the purpose of aeourt house for many years. This building 
Was 12 feet by 16 feet, tloored with puncheons and covered with 
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clapboards put on with nails which had been purchased in 
Washington. This wasin the summer of 1844. Later in the 
year another cabin was erected and the next year settlers ar- 
rived from various parts of the state and thus Sigourney was 
founded. 

The First Court.—In this the first house erected in Sigour- 
ney, Judge Williams held the first district court July 1, 1844. It 
was in session about three hours. No jury was impannelled, 
and no cases were tried. The only important business trans- 
acted was the naturalization of four aliens, and the admission 
to the bar of two lawyers. One of these young lawyers was S. 
Harned, afterwards known as Judge Harned. 

The First Court House.—The first court house owned by the 
county was completed in January, 1845, at acost of 8218. This 
was a hewn log house 20 feet by 24 feet in size. It served the 
purpose of court house, jail, school house, meeting house, pub- 
lic hall, hotel for emigrants, in fact, its doors swung open at all 
times, and many of the most exciting scenes of the early history 
of the county occurred within its walls. This old court house 
remained in Sigourney till 1873, when it was removed toa farm 
two imiles east of town, where it is now used as a cow stable. 

The Second Cuurt House.—When the county seat was re- 
moved to Lancaster, it became necessary to build another court 
house. This was done ata cost of 8699 in the summer of 1848. 
It was a two-story frame house 30 feet by 20 feet. This build- 
ing served the combined purposes of court house and public 
hall. In it were discussed the questions which agitated the 
country In.the bitter campaigns of 1848 and 1852. Democrats, 
whigs, freesoilers—all expouned their doctrines within this his- 
toric building. 

The Third Court House.—When the county-seat was again 
located at Sigourney, it was not considered wise to build a 
court house till the court had decided that the seat of govern- 
ment should remain at Sigourney. During the time that this 
question was in litigation the county officers were loeated in 
different buildings around the square. But when the eourts 
had decided that the eounty-seat should remain at Sigourney, 
Jndge Harned began the ereetion of the present court house. 





This was in 1857. ‘There being ne county board of commissioners 
at this time, the whole matter of building the court house was 
in the hznds of Judge Harned. He alone was to decide on 
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plans and specifications, cost and material, and so well did he 
discharge this duty that his official acts were never questioned. 
The work was completed in 1858 at a cost of $17,200. While the 
court house is nowno ornament to the city of Sigourney or 
credit to the county, it compares favorably with any court 
house in the state which was erected as early as 1858. The 
building has recently been improved, and with the exception of 
the county superintendent, all the county officers have conven- 
ient and well arranged offices in the present building. An ad- 
dition was erected in 1892 at a cost of 83,980. In the summer of 
1897, the building was somewhat remodelled and improved. 
The present building serves its purpose well. 
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CHAPTER VIL. 
COUNTY SEAT CONTESTS. 


The county seat question agitated the citizens of this county 
for thirteen years (1844-1857.) These were years of bitter strife 
and the ill-feeling, the intense hatred then engendered has 
been carried down from father to son and today its effects on 
the county are felt. These years of strife fell like a blight upon 
our county, our material progress was retarded and the morals 
and manners of our people were degraded. 

Question of Contention.—Shall the county seat be located 
with reference to the geographical center of the county or shall it 
be located with reference to the center of population? This 
seems to have been the question at issue. 





AN ATTEMPT TO MAKE RICHLAND THE COUNTY-SEAT, 


The southeastern part of the county was settled first and 
there was an attempt made to locate the county-seat there, but 
the commissioners appointed to select a location for a seat of 
government decided to locate the county seat with reference to 
the geographical center of the county and not with reference to 
the center of population. This decision was not satisfactory to 
the county commissioners or the majority of the people. 
Eighty men signed a petition for the removal of the county-seat 
to Richland where suitable rooms were provided for the use. of 
the county oflicers, but Judge Williams refused to heed this 
petition and held the first court at Sigourney. 

Fora time the matter seemed to be settled and the county 
eapital put on new life and grew very rapidly. 


FROM SIGOURNEY TO LANCASTER, 


First Attempt, Petition and Remonstrance. —Buat present - 
ly it became known that a petition, asking for authority from 
the legislature to relocate the conuty seat, was in circulation in 
the south. As soonas this faet beeame known in the north a 
remonstrauece was circulated. Sectional feeling ran high. The 
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COUNTY SEAT CONTESTS. 23 


only topic of conversation was county-seat. The man who had 
signed the petitizn became the enemy of the one who had sign- 
ed the remonstrance. When the legislature met in May, 1845, 
it was found that there were fifty more names on the petition 
than there were on the remonstrance. But for some reason the 
senate did not approve of the change and the bill to relocate 
the county seat failed to pass. 

Second Attempt.—This pleased the friends of Sigourney and 
it was thought that the contest was over, but not so. Early in 
July of this same year the south began to agitate the question 
again and the matter was brought to the attention of the legis- 
lature that winter. This time the south was victorious. Jan- 
uary 9, 1846, the legislature appointed John Foster, of Van Buren 
eounty, Joshua Owens, of Lee County, and John Brophy, of 
Clinton county, to relocate the county-seat. They were to 
choose a location and the people of the county were to decide 
between Sigourney and the new place to be selected. The com- 
missioners had a right to select Sigourney again, but they reas- 
oned that if a new point were selected and a vote of the people 
carried it to Sigourney, the trouble would be settled. They 
thought the people would be satisfied with a vote of the 
majority. So after visiting the county they selected the present 
site of Lancaster and gave it its name. 

The Election.—The election to be held in August was to de- 
termine whether Sigourney or Lancaster should be the county- 
seat. The campaign which preceded this election was a fierce 
one. Personal animosity and sectional hatred now alienated 
old time friends. A southerner was not safe in the north, nor 
was a northerner safe in the south. The North Skunk river 
separated these two factions, whose feud was as bitter as clan- 
nish hatred could be. Election day came at last, and when the 
votes were counted, it was shown that Laneaster had won by 
sixty-four votes. Inaecordance with this vote, the county-seat 
was moved to Lancaster, August 7, 1846.) Fora time the county- 
seat war was over. The questions of national politics absorbed 
the attention of the people. The aequisition of Mexico became 
of more importance than the removal of the seat of government. 





FROM LANCASTER TO SIGOURNEY, 


First Attempt.—There were men in the north, however, who 
were looking forward to the time when the north would become 
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sufficiently settled to outvote the south, and when that 
time came, they renewed the county-seat agitation. An act 
passed by the legislature provided that the removal of the 
county-seat from Lancaster to Sigourney should be voted on at 
the general election held in August, 1855. After another bitter 
campaign, the election was held and the votes counted. lLan- 
caster had again won. The case was taken into the courts on 
the grounds of illegality in the election, but the supreme court 
decided in favor of Lancaster. 

General Act.—January 21, 1855, the legislature passed a gen- 
eral act which provided that any county-seat might be removed 
in the following manner: “A petition asking for relocation, 
which has been signed by at least one-half the qualified voters, 
is to be presented to the county judge. The county judge must 
then order an election to be held the next April. The people 
at this time must decide between the new place designated and 
and the existing county-seat. If the new place receives the 
majority of the votes, the county judge declares it to be the 
county-seat and orders the removal of the county records to 
that place.” 

Second Attempt.—<According to the provisions of this new 
law apetition was circulated. Itwas signed by one-half the 
voters in the county, and Judge Harned ordered an election to 
be held the next April, 1856. A majority of the votes cast at 
this election were in favor of a removal to Sigourney. Judge 
Harned then declared Sigourney to be the county-seat and the 
county officers removed to Sigourney, April 12,1856. Lancaster 
was county-seat just 9 years, 8 months and od days. 

The Laneaster people carried the case to the supreme court 
where a decision was rendered in favor of Sigourney. Thus 
ended a long and bitter struggle from the effects of which the 
county will never recover. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
WAR HISTORY. 


No braver. truer, nobler soldiers ever marched out to battle 
than the one thousand sons of Keokuk county who answered 
their country’s call for aid in the perilous period of the civil 
war. One out of every thirteen of the entire population (13,270) 
of our county enlisted and went forth to fight in defense of 
home and native land. 

At the outbreak of the civil war our people were busily engas- 
ed in developing the resources of the county. The weary years 
of hard, honest, energetic toil had turned the wild plains of 1837 
into agarden spot. Industry had placed upon the heads of 
these peopie the crown of peace and prosperity. Every man 
was peaceably engaged in hisown business. Towns had been 
built. schools had been organized, farms had been improved, 
business and professional men of the highest type had east in 
their lot with the honest tillers of the soil. The best efforts of 
all her citizens were being put forth to make Keokuk county a 
happy. intelligent, prosperous county. 

But the black war cloud arose and the firing on Fort Sumpter 
broke the spell of busy peace. From farm, from stere. from 
office, from every avocaticn, our brave citizens responced to the 
call for troops. “Lappeal toall loyal citizens for state aid in 
this effort to maintain the laws. integrity, national union, per- 
petuity of popular government. and redress wrongs long enough 
endured.” ‘Thus ran the appeal +f President Lineoln. 

Governor Kirkwood issued the first call for Towa troops, 
April 17, 1861, and in little more than a week Captain E. S 
Sampson and N. HL. Keith had organized a company aud were 
ready to mareh. They applied for admiss'on into the First reg- 
iment. but the reginnent was already full. hey afterwards 
beeame eompany “ofthe Fifth regiment. Before marching the 
eompany went inte camp a few days at Sigourney. The govern- 
ment had some diffieudty in equipping the men as rapidly as 
they volunteered. Captain Sampson facilitated matters by 
borro Ying money at 36 per cent. interest with which to buy 
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uniforms forthe men. The women of Sigourney laid aside their 
household work and made the uniforms. In response to the 
sueceeding calls for troops, the following ec mpanies were raised: 

Comyany F of the Eighth regiment, recruited by Cartain An- 
drews and Dr. Yerger. . 

Company D of the Thirteenth regiment. recruited by Dr. 
Price. 

Company I of the Thirteenth regiment. recruited by Cap- 
tain Elrod. 

Company B of the Thirty-third regiment, recruited by Dr. 
Yerger and J. H. Shawhan. 

Company H of the Thirty-third regiment recruited by Colonel 
Maekey, Captains John Dillon and Gcre. 

In additicn to the above companies, Keckuk county furnish- 
ed part ofa coinpany in the Highteenth and Fortieth resi- 
ments, part of acomyany in the First cavalry, a company in the 
100-day service and part of the Gray beard regiment. 

The people from Sigourney and the surrounding country 
gathered in the public park at Sigourney to bid their friends in 
Company Dof the Thirteenth regiment goodbye. The ladies 
of Sigourney had mace a beautiful dag which they presented to 
the regiment with appropriate ceremony. 

A similar scene occurred when Cempany B of the Thirty- 
third regiment marched to the front. Every school child who 
visits Sigourney and sees the public park and ccurt house 
should asseciate with them the stirring scenes of the past. 

The “Keokuk County History” says, "Keokuk county has 
reason for pride in the patriotism of her citizens, and the honor 
they wonin the nations’s struggle for existence. She was 
always ready and even beyond her quota. She furnished 1024 
men, and was represente Lin twenty-eight regimental oreaniz- 
tions by twenty-three field and staff ctheers: twenty-four cap- 
tains: thirty first Heutenants, and. thirty-one second lieuten- 
anis.” 

Aid soeieties were formed to care for the families of these 
soldiers. ‘Thousands of dollars were raised fer this purpose by 
donations aid by taxation. Despite all the efforts of relief. 
however, there was much suffering during the entire period of 
the war. Words cannot describe the mentalbagony of mothers 
and wives and children when husband. sous aud brothers are 
onthe field of battle : but suffice it to say that the mothers, 


wives and children of Keokuk county bore the hardshtps of 
war with just as much patriotism as did the soldiers in the 


army. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
THE SKUNK RIVER WAR. 


Although the great majority of our citizens upheld the gov- 
ernment in its efforts to put down the rebellion and free the 
slaves, there was aminority party that opposed the war and 
publically advoeated the sonthern eanse. There soon grew upa 
bitter hatred between these rival factions and it was not infre- 
quent for one side or the other to resort to violence or the 
destruction of property in an effort to inflict an injurv on the 
other side. Neighbors who had livel peaceably together for 
years. now became deadly enemies. The farmer took his weap- 
ons tothe field with him.an1] often was compelled to remain 
hil from mobs during the night. Many ani blood-eurdling are 
the stories the old settlers tell us of this period. 

The Skunk River War, or the Tally raid,as it is sometimes 
called, was an outgrowth of the bitter hatrel that then existed 
between the two factions. 

The Leader —Cyphert Tally was a young man of more than 
ordinary natural ability as an orator. He eameto this county 
in 1848 with his parents. from Tennessee. His early surrounc- 
ings had instilled into him the ideas of the southern people on 
the slavery question. and when the war broke out he beerme a 
strong alvoecate of the anti-war doctrine. He had a meager 
school-book edueation but his natural brillianey and his gift) of 
speech had already won for hima place among the orators of 
the eounty. Just before the war he engaged in the ministry and 
on aceount of his puro moral characterand natural endowments 
there seemed to bea bright future for him in his chosen pro- 
fession. He frequently expressed his position on the slavery 
question. 

When he was ecnlle don to preach the funeral of a soldier who 
had been killed at war. some of the old soldiers present object- 
edonthe ground that he was Opposed to the war. On this, 
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Taily arosein the pulpit ani stated that there were some who 
dil not want to hear his sermon because of his views on other 
sudjects. He then told those who did wish to hear him to go 
with him to asehool house near by. The most of the congre- 
gition followed him. They found the school house locked and 
the director, being a Union min, refuse! to give up the key. 
The crowl then went toa grove near by where Tally preached 
the funeral sermon. Many people in the community upheid 
Tally inhiseonductat this time, but the majority severely 
eriticised his actions. Party feeling ran high. 

Tally was encouraged by his friends to explain bis views ou 
the slavery and war questions. This he did in the school houses 
and public hails in the county. Many of his assertions were 
radical and bold and the wildest excitement prevailed. He 
attempted to speak in every part of the county. whether the 
people wanted to hear him or not. He was invited to other 
counties and the anti-war element made him itshero. Armed 
meu attended many of his meetings. Sueh was the condition 
of the county on August Ist, 1863. 

August ist, 1863, at South English.—-On this day two 
political raliies were being held. One was a Democratic mass 
meeting held in a grove about one-half mile from South 
Kuclish: the other was a Republican meeting, held in the town 
of South Enelish. Both meetings were attended by large 
erowds of people, 

To the former people had come for miles to hear the cele- 
brated Tally. He was orator of the day. Most of them came 
in wagons, in the bottom of which fire arms were secreted under 
the straw. 

Reports reached the town that Tally and his men were coming 
up in the afternoon to velean out the town.” The citizens 
armed themselves for the emergency as best they could. Just 
as the Republican meeting had closed that afternoon the Tally 
party came imto town in wagons. They displayed no arms and 
Paliv said they just wished privilege to pass through the street. 
but the crowd closed in around the wagons and blocked their 
progress, Now the erowd set up the shout, "Coward! “Copper- 
head!” Afraid to shoot!" ete. This enraged the men in the 
Wistons so that they instantly displayed their weapons. ‘Pally 
field a revolver in one hand and a bowie knife in the other. 
Some one discharged his revolver into the ground and then 
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SKUNK RIVER ARMY. 29 


from fifty to one hundred and fifty shots followed almost 
instantly. Tally was struck by three balls, which seemed to be 
well aimed and not accidental shots. He fell to the bottom of 
the wagon. One of the horses which was hitched to the wagon 
was wounded. It plunged ahead and by the time the driver 
could control the team Tally was dead. His funeral was held 
next day. The news was seattered in all directions and his 
friends came by the hundreds to avenge his death. These 
volunteers, armed with weapons of all kinds from a corn knife 
to a rifle, formed what is known as the Skunk River army. 

The Governor’s Visit. — A committee of three citizens waited 
on the friends of Tally at his home and assured them that 
everything that possibly could be done would be done to secure 
the arrest and punishment of the person or persons who fired 
the fatal shots. Their words were of no avail. They returned 
to Sigourney and another committee was sent to Davenport to 
lay the matter before Governor Kirkwood and ask for protee- 
tion for the cities of South English and Sigourney. The 
Governor ordered three hundred troops to the seene of 
trouble and on Wednesday he. himself, came to Sigourney. 
That night he madea speech in front of the court house in 
which he declared his intention to preserve order, even if he 
had to resort to the use of arms. 

When the first excitement was over and the five hundred 
friends of Tally saw that they would have to oppose the gov- 
ernor and his troops, they quietly dispersed and went to their 
various homes, but the bitter hatred then engendered can only 
die with the actors of this sad tragedy. The grand jury 
attempted to find the man who shot Tally, but who the man 
was has always been, and probably will always be, a seeret. 
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CHAPTER X 
POOR FARM AND JAIL. 


Poor Farm. — Previous to 1870 the paupers and insane people 
of the county had been eared for in private families. This was 
considered too expensive, as well as unsatisfactory to the class 
eared for. It was thought that these unfortunates could be 
better and more economically cared for on a county poor farm, 
In 1868 the county purcbased a farm of 204 acres, located one 
mile east of Sigourney, at a cost of 83.500. 

In 1869 the board of supervisors selected a committee of three, 
Maxon Randall, Wm. Jackson and T. A. Morgan, to see that 
suitable buildings were erected on this farm. Under the diree- 
tion of this committee a building was completed in 1870. ata 
cost of 87,403.50. This building was forty by fifty feet, consist- 
ing of a basement and two stories. In 1878 an insane depart- 
ment, costing 82.700, was erected. In the summer of 1897 an 
aldition was made to the main building twenty-four by sixty- 
eight feet, with an ell forty-four by twenty-six feet. costing 
$3,059.26. This addition is designed as a home for the incurable 
insane of the county. 

The farm itself is one of the best in the county. One hundred 
and eighty acres of it are under cultivation. 

County Jail.—Our county jail is one of the best in the state. 
The entire eost of buildings, grounds, ete. was &l4222.381. It 

vas built in 1875. It cousists of two buildings, sheriff's dwell- 
ing and jail proper, separated only by a partition. The dwell- 
ing is thirty-eight feet and eight inches by twenty-eight feet 
and eight inehes. The jail proper is thirty-one feet and two 
inches by twenty-one feet and four inches. 

Before erecting this building the board of supervisors visited 
Chicago and intervening towns and examined city and county 
jails. Asaresult of this journey they were able to give to our 
county a substantial jail. equipped with all the modern pro- 
visions for safety, convenience, ventilation. ete. The dwelling 
is of brick and the jail of stone. The walls of the jail are 
twenty-two inches thick. and the stones im the wall weigh freim 
one thousand to four thousand pounds each. Tt required five 
hundred perch of rock to construct the building. Tt is heated 
throughout by a furnace located in the basement of the dwelling. 
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CHAPTER XI. 
OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 


The First School House.—The first school within the limits 
of Keokuk county was in a school house built to suit the times. 
It was near Rocky Run, nearly three and one-half miles north- 
east of Richland. - It was built of round logs, the space between 
them chinked and then daubed with mud. About five feet 
from the west wall on the inside, and about five feet high, 
another log was placed running clear across the building. 
Pancheons were fixed on this log and in the west wall on which 
the chimney was built. Fuel could then be used any length 
not greater than the width of the building. and when it was 
burned through in the middle the ends were crowded together. 
In this manner was avoided the necessity of so much wood 
chopping. ‘The seats were made of stools or benches, con- 
structed by splitting a log, hewing off the splinters from the 
flat side and then putting four pees into it from the round side 
for legs. The door was made of clapboards. On either side a 
piece of one log was cut out, and over the aperture was pasted 
greased paper which answered for a window. Wooden pins 
were driven into the log running lengthwise immediately be- 
neath the window, upon which was laid a board, and this eon- 
stituted the writing desks. The school district in which this 
wonderful structure stood extended from the east part of the 
county to the Jackson township line, and from Skunk river on 
the north as far south as one could see.—Keokuk County 
History. 

The First School.—In the winter of 1842-3 James MeKinney 
taueht the first school in the county in the building just des- 
eribed. The tirst sehools were subseription schools. The 
teacher taucht for small wages and “boarded around” among 
the patrons. To show the condition of attairs more fully we 
vive the following contract: 

»Article of agreement made and entered into this 9th day of 
January, IS16, between RK. FL Weller, of the 'Perritory of Lowa, 
Keokuk county, and the undersigned, wituesseth: That the 
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said Weller agrees to teach a common school for the term of 
three months, viz: spelling, reading. writing and arithmetic. 

“The undersigned, citizens of said county, agree to pay said 
Weller one dollar and fifty cents ascholar; also. to furnish a 
suitable house and firewood, and board said Weller; the above 
amount may be paid in making rails at the customary price, 
one third to be paid on or before the expiration of each month. 
School to commence when twenty scholars are signed.” Then 
follows the names of the patrons and the number of pupils 
each expects to send to school. 

It will be noticed that at this early date the people tooka 
deep interest in the cause of education. They had poor school 
houses, poor teachers and no apparatus. But they made the 
best use of what adventages they had. and some of the brainiest 
men we have today were students in these rude schools. 

As the county has improved in other lines it has also taken 
rapid strides forward in the line of edueations Our school 
system is among the best in the state. Our sehool buildings 
are types of modern architecture, beautiful and convenient. 
Our teachers are up to date in methods and all other lines in 
their profession. The children of our county are given the 
best of edueational advantages. 

Teachers’ Institutes.—A desire on the part of the early 
teachers to improve the methods of instruction then in use, 
eaused them to organize the first teachers’ institutes aud con- 
tribute out of their meager wages to support them. From 1858 
to 1873 the county superintendent had nothing to do with the 
teachers’ institutes. The teachers managed their own insti- 
tutes. 

The present system of normal institutes is the outgrowth of 
a desire for advancement on the part of the teachers of the 
eounty. It is not an institution placed upon the teachers by 
law. and against their wishes. but itis anipstitutten which the 
teachers have placed trpon themselves. and which the law has 
recognized. Below is givena brief tistery of the three stages 
in Phas evolution of the present svstentot normal distitutes, 

The First Institute. li isos au edteational fair was held at 
Sigourney by County Superintendent Rovers, The teachers 
gathered together anil brought their pupils nlone, They held 
competitive examinations, gave class drills, and actually taught 
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school at the institute. If you can imagine the leading schools 
of the county, teachers and pupils, assemblel in the court 
house, and all running in their usual order, you can form some 
idea of the first teachers’ institute. Patrons and directors 
assembled to witness the exercises and determine on the merits 
of the various teachers whom they saw at work. The order of 
exercises was somewhat as follows: Mi. L. Hollingsworth 
would call an arithmetic class from his school. After it liad 
recited, E. S. Athearn would eall one from his school. and then 
in their turn came a class from the school of James Winget, 
Cind Crossman, Isaac Hale, J. H. Sanders, Wilson DeGarmo. 
L. McCoy and others. Then came the geography classes in 
their order, by grades and by schools, and so all the different 
branches were disposed of. There was great rivalry of schoois 
und teachers, and the rivalry extended to the visiting patrons. 
and the inspiration and enthusiasm of that week were felt in 
the schools thronghout the next year. Institutes of this kind 
were held at frequent intervals up till 1862. 

The First Regular Institute. -The year 1862 marks the he- 
ginning of the regular teachers’ institute. The teachers assem- 
bled, elected a president and secretary from their own number, 
and voted to pay fifty dollars for instructors. From 1862 to 
1873 there were twelve institutes of this kind, managed and 
supported by the teachers. By a vote of the majority of the 
teachers the institute might be held at any place in the county. 
In 1864 the institute was held at Richland, and in 1865 it was 
held at Springfield. 

FIRST COUNTY NORMAL. 

The first county normal was held by County Superintendent 
H. D. Todd, in August, 1873.) This was the first of the present 
system of normals. The one held in 1897 was the twenty-fourth. 
These institutes have had a marked intluenee on the education- 
al progress of this county. ‘The superintendents of the county 
have been Johu Rodyers, H, Jay. James Frey, D. Vo Smock, A. 
J. Kane, Jo A. Lowe, T. J. Hasty, H. DD. Todd. Jehn Bland, HH. 
Metirew, Naunie Torrence, George. L. Bartow and Samuel A. 
Potts. 

School Statistics. —No county in the state has better schoo! 
facilities than eurs. The following is the last report of our 
county superintendent : 
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REPORT OF COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT FOR 1896: 


District townships, Richland and German. 


Number of ungraded schools .......... “lig atl herd aay aL 134 
ey ites 1 BrOUOU SCHOOIS. 6 6kG. 0. ce es 63 
* school rooms. Sa LETS). G esr d yi a & #4 197 
‘“ male fee em ed are during the year....... 96 
* female teachers employed during the year... 21. 
“ different teachers employed during the year.. 317 
* males between 5 and 21 vears...... .......... 0.804 
* females between 5 and 21 years........... 4.224 
Mies persensiof schook age WT eee aes. la, 8.588 
POMC TOT SOMO oo. ccs rrr Fe dead 6.668 
nmr mschodhhousesy. VA ee Ea ead 145 
* of volumes in school libraries.................. L584 
peo Gat rGessin SCHOO! WATAS.. ..0 0.6.0 ees cies 3,126 
Ville etrachool houses. 2... 656 cds ee SUA wa ases $138.500 
Valiemisanparatism hilo. comet sen eae, 7.599 
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CHAPTER XII. 
OUR RAILROADS. 


The one hundred twenty-nine miles of railroad in our county 
are divided among the different companies as follows: 


Name of company. Number of miles. Value per mile. 
Burlinegtoriac. Westernijiics............6.. Rb eae eee $1,500 
Burlington, Cedar Rapids & Northern,....31.35............ 2.800 
Chicagon; Northwestern. .........2.6.--- NADU eel oe Lc ace 3,000 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul,........... RET seek ee 4,000 
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. St. Paul ....... BMD Bie 8t ee  ir 4,000 
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific,........... Es a yah a ead 5,410 
pe Te 0 ee, er ne a ee UGMAST x. Gouteen 2,605 


Mahaska and Washington counties were crossed by railroads 
years before any road was built in Keokuk county. This fact 
explains why these counties developed before ours did, and 
why Washington and Oskaloosa are larger towns than Sigourney. 

The story of the building of the first railroads is long, but in- 
teresting. Our citizens took an active interest in all railroad 
enterprises, and subscribed large sums of money to be used in 
the construction of the various roads At least, after years of 
effort, a road was constructed. Several proposed roads had 
failed, and many fortunes had been lost. We now have excel- 
lent railroad facilities. | 
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CHAPTER XIII. 


SYNOPSIS OF TOWNSHIP HISTORY. 





Richland Township.—Opened for settlement, October, 1838. 

First settlement made in 1838. 

First settler. Aaron Miller. 

First election, Oct. 5th, 1840. Heldin brush withcut a house. 

First officers, J. W. Smith, justice of the peace; Theodore Cox, 
constable. 

First birth, a son of Mr. and Mrs, William Scearcy. in Deceni- 
ber, 1840. 

First death, Mrs. Margaret Marchel, 1840. 

First Fourth of July celebration, July 4th. 1841. This was 
the first celebration in the county. It was held at the house 
and grove of J. M. Smith. one mile east of Richland. The Dee- 
laration of Independence was read by Oliver Higginbotham. M. 
B. Mills delivered the oration of the day. 

The tirst preacher. Jacob Spainhour. 

Jackson Township.—Order of settlement. First settled 
outside of “old strip.” Surveyed and offered for sale in 1846, 
Settled previous to this time. 

First settlement made April 30th, 1843. by Wim. Seearey. 

First postoftice, fall of Lsov. 

[t was in this township that Wapello died. in L844. 

Steady Run Township. First settlements made May Ist. 
1843, the day the Indians left. 

First school teacher, B. Fk. Weller. 

First. justice of peace, Win, Hutton. 

First constable. CL Wood. 

First tannery. Ro B. Whited. in 18-45. 

First white man buried in township, A.M. MeNutt. im Is45. 

Kirst preacher, Mider Wirkpatrick. 

Mirst wedding, Stephen Fowler and Widow Hardesty, 

Origin of name. Named trom the stream of water that flows 
through it. ‘Phis stream was named Steady Run from the fact 
that the country is so level that the current is never strony. 
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Benton Towaship.—First settlements made in 1843. 

First settlers, Finley Brooks, J. W. Palmer, D. P. Helm. 
Cracker’s Neck.--This is a name given to that portion of the 
township which borders on the South Skunk. This township 
has been much developed since the C., M. & St. P. railroad was 
built. 

Warren Township. —First settlement made May 3rd, 1843, by 
A.J. MeNabb and T. J. Hieklin. 

First furrow plowed by McNabb. 

Early settlers, Maxon Randall, John Hastey, Jacob Kinsler. 

First marriage, Robert Munn and Susan Pence. 

History of the Discovery of Coal.—The first coal mine in this 
region was discovered about the year 1875, by a Frenchman 
named Atwood. It was his intention to keep the discovery a 
secret until he was able to buy the land, but death enme to in- 
terfere with his plans. On his deathbed he revealed the secret 
to a friend. but the deseription of the land which he gave was 
so inaceturate that the eoal could not be found until some time 
later. The land where it was located. section 12, was bought by 
Maxon Randall and sold to J. A. Dunn, who discovered the coal 
by accident. 

Lancaster Township. Original name. Lafayette. 

First settlers, Obadiah Tharp, John W. Snelson, Presley Dog- 
gett, William Trueblood. and others. 

First merehant and miller. J. B. Whisler. 

Size, 12 miles long. Longest in the county. 

First school, taught by Henry Horse, in 1844. 

First birth, son of A. M. Mead. 

First church, organized by B. F. Chastain in 1844. 

First sermon, preached by Rev. Tannerhill. 

Cedar Creek Township — First settlers, Dr. Washington Mea- 
ley and John Mealey in 1839. 

Other carly settlers, Thomas Henderson and his son, D. N. 
Henderson. 

This is one of the most prosperous towuships m the eounty. 
Near the center of the township is the remains of what used to 
be the prosperous town of Talleyrand. 

German Township. 
Casper Klett, in 1830, 

First school house, built in LS47, 





Kirst settlers, Mr. Snakenberg and 
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First church, organized in 1852. 

First cemetery, laid out on D. Snakenberg’s land, in 1847. 

First house, built by G. H. B. Striegle, in 1857. 

First town, Garibaldi, laid out in 1858. 

This township is noted for its many prosperous farmers. 

Lafayette Township. --First settlement, in 1842, by Roe 
Clemmons. 

First marriage, John J. Kreamer and Mrs. Mary Besser in 
1845. 

First birth, Joseph Kreamer, Dec. 24th, 1845. 

First death, t'eter Besser, in October, 1844. 

First doctor. Dr. T. B. McWilliams. 

First preacher. Rev. Smith. 

First teacher, William McLoud. 

First school, house built in L846. 

Towns, Keota and Harper. 

Tt is said that owing to the fact that Keota was on the bound- 
ary line of the county, near Washington county, it was first 
named Keo-ton. They took the first syHable of Keokuk and 
the last syllable of Washington and united them, Thus 
for a time the town was ealled Keoton. but the railroad eom- 
pany changed the named of the station to Keoto to make it 
more euphonious, and the town is now known by that name. 

Sigourney Township. Organized and named, September, 
1844. Before this time it had been a part of German township. 

The history of this township has been given in the chapters 
on Court Houses and County Seat Contents. The name Sigour- 
ney is frequently mispronounced. Teachers should insist on 
the correct pronunciation. Teach the pupil to say Siy-our-ney, 
not Si-gowr-ney. 

Biography of Mrs Sigourney. Mrs. Sigourney is a charac- 
ter with whose biography and writings every child in Keokuk 
eounty should be acquainted. ft was in her honor that our 
eounty seat was named, She afterwards showed her appreeia- 
tion of this honor by providing tor the planting of the trees 
whieh now adorn the public park at Sigourney, 

Mrs. Charles Sigourney was bern September Ist, 7l. at Nor- 
wich, Connecticut. Her mame was Lydia Huntley. Ino her 
early childhood she manifested a fondness for drawing and 
painting, Her parents encouraged her in the development of 
this faculty. Later on she interested herself in books of prose 
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LIFE OF MRS. SIGOURNEY. 39 


and poetry. She was an admirerer of the pure and beautiful. 
She spent her young womanhood in the school room. Her spare 
time was devoted to realing and writing poems. 

In 1815, under the auspices of Daniel \\ adsworth, she pub- 
lished her first volume. It was entitled * Moral Pieces in Prose 
and Verse.” Her writings became so popular that she was led 
to write book after book till she had published fifty-six volumes 
on various subjects. 

At the age of twenty-six she married Charles Sigourney, a 
wealthy merchant of Hartford. She was the mother of seven 
children. Only two of these survive her. They lived in the most 
elegant mansion in Hartford for fifteen years, when business 
failure caused them to leave their beautiful home and move to 
a poorer part of the city. Mr. Sigourney died at the age of 
seventy-six. Mrs. Sigourney died in June, 1865. The last years 
of her life were spent as a correspondent to the New York 
Ledger. Her life had been a life of unselfish usefulness, and 
she could come down to death “like one who wraps the drapery 
of his couch about him, and lies down to pleasant dreams.” 

Van Buren Township. -—-This township is very broken. It is 
noted for the abundance of stone and timber and its produet- 
ive soil. At one time it contained the town of Keenersburg. 
This town has ceased to exist. At present the township has 
a population of about eight hundred people. 

Washington Township. Organized in LS46. 

Name changed from Coal to Washington in 1847. 

Early settlers, Absolem Waddle. John Garrett and wife. 

Town formerly known as Petersburg but afterwards changed 
to What Cheer. 

This township is noted for its coal deposits. an account of 
whieh will be found in chapter of HKeouomie Produets. 

Prairie Township. First settlers, J. Hl. Grasser, Cyrenus 
Emmons. 

First school, taught by L. WolUingsworth. 

First school house, built in Lousy, at aeost of R400, 

Towns, Coal Creek and Thornburg. 

This township is noted for its rapid inerease in wealth and 
population, ; 

Adams Township. This township was formerly part of Eng- 
lish River township. 
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First settlers, John Ballard, Hugh Rodman, John Duke and 
Moses McCoy. 

First school, taught by Martin Ballard in 1849. 

First marriage. Wm. P. Cross was the first man merried. 

First death, David Miller. 

First town, Aurora. located on sections 3 and 4. 

Next town, Keswick, located on sections 21 and 22. 

English River Township. —Organized in April, 1852. 
_ First settlement, made near South English by James Mehaf- 
fee and Jacob Bowers in 1844. 

First family. the family of James Thomas. 

First birth, daughter of M. C. and Rebeeea Rodman, March 
27th, 1846. 

First death. child of James Thomas. : 

First school, taught by S. M. Glandon in 1851. 

First frame school house was built in 1854 at Webster. 

First marriage. Lem Brinor to Dinah Houston June. 1852. 

First frame house built in 1852, by S. M. Slate. Good house 
yet. 

Liberty Township.—Organized. Mareh, 1854. 

Early settlers, Thomas and James Butler, Isaac Truax, Wim. 
Harding and others. 

First election, April, 1854. 

First death, child of Wm. Carmichael. 

First marriage, Lewis May to Catharine Watkins. 

First chureh, organized in 1855 by Samuel Brower, 8. Miller 
and 8. Florey. 
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PART Ill. CIVIL GOVERNMENT. 
CHAPTER I. 


TOWN AND TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT. 


Classification.—A city of the first class must contain at least 
fifteen thousand inhabitants. <A city of the second class must 
contain at least two thousand people. Municipal governments 
of less than two thousand inhabitants are incorporporated| 
towns. A mere collection of houses and people without a cor- 
poration is called a village. The people in a village are subject 
to the township laws. 

Our City.—Keokuk county has one city of the second class, 
What Cheer. For governmental purposes the city is divided 
into three wards. Each ward choses its own members to the 
eity council. The city officers are chosen as follows: On the 
first Monday in March of odd-numbered years a mayer. one 
councilman from each ward, city solicitor, an assessor and a 
treasurer; in the even-numbered years a councilman is chosen 
from each ward, a city clerk, a marshal, and a street commis- 
Sioner are appointed by the council fora term of one year. 
The elective officers are chosen for two years. The council 
determines the salary of mayor and other officers of the city. 
The salary of a councilman must not exeeed one dollar for each 
meeting or fifty dollars for the year. 

Incorporated Towns. —Inecorporated towns are governed by 
the mayor, a recorder and six councilmen. The mayor pre- 
sides at the meeting ef the eonneil, holds court-for the trial of 
offenders against the ordinances of the city, and sees that all 
the orders of the council are properly enforeed. 

The recorder keeps the minutes of the council meetings, and 
issues orders and notices at the direetion of the couneil, These 
two oflicers are elected on the first Monday in Mareh of each 
year, and their term of office begins on the third Monday. 

Two councilmen are chosen each vear. Their term of office 





is three years, The council has power to make laws for the 
government of the city. Laws made by a city are ustrally ealted 
ordinances. Only the people within the town incorporation 
‘are subject to the ordinances of a town, The city couneil ap- 
points a marshal who attends the mayor's court, and is) the 
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42 HISTORY OF KEOKUK COUNTY. 


chief ministerial officer of the town. The council may provide 
for the election of a treasurer and street a commissioner. 

Our county contains eleven incorporated towns. They are: 
Keswick. Hedrick, South English. Ollie, Harper, Keota, Thorn- 
burg, Richland, Sigourney, Martinsburg and Delta. 

We have the following unincorporated towns. postoffices and 
railroad stations: Nassau, Coal Creek, Janestown, Vulean. 
Rosetta. Baxter, Perry. Webster. White Pigeon, Kinross, Baden. 
Talleyrand, Lancaster, Springfield, Atwood, Hayesville, Show- 
man, Manhattan, Joka Station, Pekin, Nugent and Butler. 


TOWNSHIP OFFICERS. 


Each township has the following offices: Three trustees. one 
clek, one assessor, two constables, two justices of the peace. 
and one road supervisor for each road district in the township. 

The Township Lawmakers.—The trustees are the lawmakers 
of the township. These officers are elected for a term of three 
years. Their duties are about as follows: 1--To conduet all 
elections except school eleétions. 2—To equalize taxes. 3-—To 
oversee the poor. 4—To act asa board of health. 5 To view 
fenees and eare for cemeteries. 6 -Tlo levy tax for the im- 
provement of the roads or the purehase of plows. road graders. 
ete. 7--To see that the bridges of the township are properly 
constructed. 

Clerk.—The township clerk is seeretary of the board of 
trustees. He not only records the acts of the board of trustees, 
but it is his duty to act as clerk at all elections, except sehool 
elections, and to send the county officers such reports as they 
may require. His term is two years. 

Assessor. --The township assessor is elected for atermof two 
years. It is his duty to find out how mueh taxable property 
there is in the township, and to determine its value for the pur- 
pose of taxation. He also enumerates the inhabitants of the 
township, makes a list of the able-bodied male citizens who are 
subject to military duty. and colleets many other items of in- 
rormation regarding the township 

Road Supervisors. —The road supervisors are men who over 
see the working of the road in the township. They are respon- 
sible to the township trustees for the proper discharge of their 
duties. 
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TOWN AND TOWNSHIP GOVERNMENT. 48 

The Law Interpreters.—The law interpreters of the town- 
ship are the two justices of the peace. It is the duty of these 
officials to hold court for the trial of small offenses, the settle- 
ment of minor disputes and the collection of small debts. 
These officers have authority to perform marriage ceremonies, 
and to transact certain other legal business of a minor nature. 

The Law Enforcers.--The township constable is the chief 
executive officer of the township. He attends the justice’s 
court and serves all warrants, notices and other legal papers 
that are placed in his hands. 

Compensation.-—The justices and constables receive fees. 
The trustees, clerks and assessors receive twenty-five cents for 
each hour’s work. The compensation of the road supervisors 
is fixed by the trustees. and varies from 31.25 to 81.50 a day. 
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CHAPTER IL. 


COUNTY GOVERNMENT. 


Board of Supervisors —These officers. three in number, are 
chosen at the general election by the quelifie: voters of the 
county. One member is elected each year for a term of three 
years. Five meetings are held by the board each year, as fol- 
lows: First Monday in January, first Monday in April. first 
Monday in June, first Monday in September. and the first Mon- 
day after each general election. 

The duties of the supervisors are as follows: 

1—To eontrol the court house and other county property. 

2 --To eare for the poor. 

3—To examine bills against the county and order the same 
paid, if they are approved. 

4—To invest the school fund. 

o-—LPo provide for bridge building. 

0---To levy taxes. 

7—To act as a board of equalization. 

For this work each member receives four dollars for each 
day’s session and two and one-half dollars for each day spent 
in committee work, and six cents for each mile traveled in the 
discharge of official duties. 

County Auditor.—This officer receives twelve hundred dol- 
lars a year for his services. The term of office is two years: 
The duties of the auditor are these: 

1- To aet as clerk of the board of supervisors, 

2 To keep the aceounts of the county. 

83- To sign all orders issued by the board for the payment of 
eounty funds, 

4- ‘To prepare and furnish two poll books to each voting pre- 
cinet before each election. 

Dd “Po have eharge of printing tlekets and general arrange 
meuts for county efeetions, 

b—To invest the school fund for the board of stuypervisors. 

7 Tomake apportionment of publie funds to school districts. 

County Treasurer. The treasurer has charge of all money 
belonging to the county. He keeps a reeord of all money re- 
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COUNTY OFFICERS. 45 


ceived and paid out. Any citizen may inspect this record at 
any time. This officer receives fifteen hundred dollars a year 
for his services. He is allowed three hundred dollars a year 
for clerk hire. 

County Clerk —The clerk of the district court has these 
duties: 

1—To attend all sessions of the district court and to keep 
the records of the same. 

2—To keep a record book in which are written the proceed- 
ings of the court. 

3-—To keepa judgment docket in which he records an ab- 
stract of all judgments rendered by the court. 

+--To keep a fee book which will show the entire cost of each 
law suit. . 

o—To keep an inecumbranee book in which the sheriff enters 
a record of each attachment of real estate. 

6--To keep an appearance docket in which all suits are 
entered in the order in which they are to come before the court. 

7 -To keep a record of all liens filed in the district court. 

8 -To issue marriage licenses. 

9--To appoint executors, administrators. guardians. and 
appraisers, 

This officer reeeives a salary of fifteen hundred dollars a 
year. He serves fora term of two years. The county employs 
a deputy for this ofticer.cs it does for the auditor, treasurer and 
sheriff, also. 

County Sheriff.—The sheriff is the police oftticer of the 
county. His duties are: . 

1 —To have charge of the county jail and prisoners. 

2 —To give ten days’ notice of each general election. 

3 —To serve legal notices as directed by the distriet court and 
the law. 

The compensation of this offeer consists of fees. The 
amount of these fees is fixed by law. 


County Recorder.—This officer keeps a record of all deeds. 
mortenges and other papers presented to him: for record. In 
case any Valuable papers are destroved they may be replaced 
from these records if they have been properly recorded. The 
reeorder receives titty cents for recording each paper, provided 
It does not exceed four hundred words. ln case there are over 
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four hundred words, he receives ten cents for each additional 
one-hundred words or fraction thereof. 

County Superintendent.—The county superintendent has 
charge of the schools of the county. He examines teachers. 
issues certificates to those he deems qualified to teach in the 
county schools, conducts teachers institutes, makes reports of 
the ecndition of the schools to the proper officers, decides cer- 
tain cases appealed to him from the district boards. but he can 
‘hear no appeal which involves the validity of a contract or the 
payment of money. He receives four dollars for each day he 
works. - 

County Surveyor.—The county surveyor makes all surveys 
of land in the county when called upon to do so. He is paid 
for his labor by the persons employing him, not to exceed four 
dollars a day. He may charge fifty cents fora copy of the plat 
of the survey. 

County Coroner.--In the absence of the sheriff and his depu- 
ties the coroner acts as sheriff. It is also his duty to hold an 
inquest upon the bodies of persons who sre supposed to have 
eome to their death by -unlawful means. The fees for this 
officer are ten cents a mile for each mile traveled in performing 
the duties of his office, twenty-five cents for each subpoena or 
warrant issued, three dollars for viewing a body, and five dollars 
for holding an inquest and making the returns. 

County Attorney.—The county attorney gives legal advice 
to the county officers in regard to the duties of their offices. 
He appears for the state inthe proseeution of eriminals, and 
represents the county in any suit in which the county is a 
party. He serves two years. 
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CHAPTER III. 


POLITICAL LOCATION. 


Congressional Districts.—The State of Lowa is divided into 
eleven congressional districts. The sixth congrsssional district 
includes these counties: Davis. Jasper. Keokuk, Mahaska, Mon- 
roe and Wapello. The ratio of representation in the state is 
one representative for each 173.°01 inhabitants. ; 

Senatorial Districts.— Our state senate is composed of fifty 
senators. The state is divided into fifty senatorial districts and 
one senator is elected from each Cistrict. There is no legal re- 
tio, but at present we have one senator for each forty-four 
thousand inhabitants. Keokuk aid Poweshiek counties form 
the twelfth senatorial district. 

Representative Districts, The one hundred members of our 
state house of representatives are chosen from uinety-one rep- 
resentative districts, at the ratio of one representative tor each 
twenty-two thousand inhabitatants or fraction thereof, more 
than one-half. Keokuk county constitutes the twenty-fourth 
representative district. A distriet with 22.000 inhabitants would 
be entitled to but one representative. while a district with over 
33.000 inhabitants would be entitled to two representatives. 

Judicial Districts.-—There are nineteen judicial districts in 
the state presided over by tifty district jadges. The judges are 
elected at the general election fora term of four years, They 
receive 32.000 a year, payable In mouthly installments out of 
the state treasury. Jasper. Keokuk. Louisa. Mahaska. Powe- 
shiek and Washington counties comprise the sixth judicial dis- 
trict. 

Krom the foregotag topics it will be seen that Keokuk county 
is located tn the sixth coneressionnal district. the twelfth sene- 
torial district, the twenty fourth representative district, and 
the sixth judicial district. 


{THE END, 
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